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Evaluation of New Participating Organizations 

1 INTRODUCTION 

GEO welcomes as Participating Organizations, intergovernmental, international and regional 

associations with a mandate in Earth observations or related activities, subject to approval by GEO 

Members. 

In accordance with Annex C to the Rules of Procedure (guidance for Recognition of New GEO 

Participating Organizations and Observers), the Executive Committee reviewed all requests and made 

recommendations to the Plenary for final decision. 

As of GEO-X (January 2014) the following entities have submitted applications for becoming 

Participating Organizations in GEO.  

Organization 
Executive Committee 

Recommendations 
Plenary Action 

Bioversity International Research portfolio directly relevant 
to GEO Biodiversity/Ecosystem 
objectives/activities.  

Recommended 

CODATA, Committee on 
Data for Science and 
Technology  

CODATA representatives have 
long been involved with the Data 
Sharing Working Group (DSWG). 
CODATA is currently co-chairing 
the DSWG.  

Recommended 

CRTEAN, Regional 
Center for Remote 
Sensing North Africa 
States  

Coordination of regional remote 
sensing activities for improving 
exploration and inventory of natural 
resources. 

Recommended 

EARSeL, European 
Association of Remote 
Sensing Laboratories  

Network of remote sensing 
institutes, academia, and  
commercial sector performing 
education and research. 

Recommended 

Eurisy 
Extends dialogue with end users. 

Recommended 

GRSS, Geoscience and 
Remote Sensing Society 

The Geoscience and Remote 
Sensing Society (GRSS), with 3500 
individual members has taken an 
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Organization 
Executive Committee 

Recommendations 
Plenary Action 

active interest in GEO in general, 
and AfriGEOSS specifically. 

Recommended 

ISSD, International 
Institute for Sustainable 
Development 

The ISSD sustainable development  
mandate is particularly relevant to 
the Agriculture, Climate, Energy 
and Water SBAs. 

Recommended 

 

IWMI, International Water 
Management Institute 

With a goal of creating  a water-
secure world this organization 
strengthens GEO’s water-cycle 
initiatives and brings an added 
coordination mechanism in Africa 
and Asia. 

Recommended 

 

MKF,  Mariolopoulos-
Kanaginis Foundation for 
the Environmental 
Sciences 

Provides another component to 
European climate-impact Research 
and most importantly response 
coordination. 

Recommended 

 

RECTAS, Regional 
Centre for Training in 
Aerospace Surveys 

Originally under the auspices of 
UNECE, RECTAS can strengthen 
the capacity-building efforts of 
AfriGEOSS. 

Recommended 

 

SAON, Sustaining Arctic 
Observing Networks 

As the primary coordination 
mechanism for Arctic Observing 
networks, SAON will take the lead 
role in coordinating and advocating 
for the GEO Cold Regions effort in 
the Arctic.  

Recommended 

 

UCAR, University 
Corporation for 
Atmospheric Research 

The International dimension of 
UCAR activities including, COMET 
and its capacity building focus, 
GLOBE and Unidata programs 
represent tangible contributions to 
GEOSS Implementation. UCAR 
was accepted as an Observer last 
year, and is now applying for P.O. 
status. 

Recommended 
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APPENDIX 1 



Organization Requesting Recognition as 
Participating Organization or Observer 

Name of organization: _Bioversity International _________________________________

Acronym: ________________________________________________________

Type: Intergovernmental    International X   Regional    National 

Other: __________________________________________________

Joint Programme of: _________________________________________________________________

Purpose/Activity:  The mission of Bioversity International is to deliver scientific evidence, 
management practices and policy options to use and safeguard agricultural biodiversity to attain 
sustainable global food and nutrition security.

_________________________________________________________

Proposed Contribution to GEOSS:  __ Bioversity International, with key partners, will drive the 
development of a global mechanism to monitor the status and trends of agricultural biodiversity. We 
will do this by developing indicators and datasets, including an online monitoring facility and dynamic 
hotspot maps, to monitor changes over time and space. We will develop capacity among policymakers 
and stakeholders to monitor the conservation of agricultural biodiversity in order to make informed 
decisions. Such a mechanism will contribute to global initiatives including the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, 
and the Global Plan of Actions for both plant genetic resources and forest genetic resources.

We believe this fits well with the mission and activities of GEOSS. 

Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan: Yes X No 

Date: ____10-04-2014 

Organization request PO X       Observer       



CODATA 
Committee on Data for Science and Technology of the International Council for Science 

CODATA 
5 rue Auguste Vacquerie, 75016 Paris, FRANCE 

Tel: +33 (0)1 45250496 
Cell: +33 (0)1 86304259 
Fax: +33 (0)1 42881466  

Email: execdir@codata.org 
Web: http://www.codata.org 

 

Executive Committee: 
President: GUO Huadong, China, Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), China 

Vice-Presidents: Takashi Gojobori, Japan and Fedor Kuznetsov, Russia 
Secretary-General: Sara Graves, USA 

Treasurer: John Broome, Canada 
Elected Members:  

Niv Ahituv, Israel – Alok Bhattacharya, India – Bonnie Carroll, USA – Hiro-o Hamaguchi, Japan – Der-Tsai Lee, China: Academy of Sciences located in Taipei, China – 
 Refiloe Mabaso, South Africa - Mark Thorley, UK – Mary Zborowski, Canada 

Executive Director: Simon Hodson 

Barbara J. Ryan 
The Secretariat Director 

GEO Secretariat 
7, bis avenue de la Paix 

Case postale 2300 
CH-1211 Geneva 2 

Switzerland 

17 March 2014 

Subject : Application of CODATA (ICSU Committee on Data for Science and Technology) to 
become a Participating Organisation of GEO, the Group on Earth Observations 

Dear Dr. Barbara Ryan, 

This letter communicates the formal request of CODATA (the ICSU Committee on Data for Science and 
Technology) to become a Participating Organisation of GEO.  CODATA is a not-for-profit, international, 
non-governmental organisation, registered in France (Association Loi 1901); it is an interdisciplinary 
Scientific Committee of ICSU established in 1966 to promote and encourage, on a world-wide basis, the 
compilation, evaluation and dissemination of reliable numerical data of importance to science and 
technology. 

CODATA fully endorses the GEOSS 10-Year Implementation Plan.  Indeed, CODATA has been supportive 
of GEO’s objectives from the start and has been very active in support of this objectives, particularly in the 
GEO Data Sharing Working Group (DSWG) and its predecessors. A brief (and far from exhaustive) 
account of CODATA’s contributions to the Data Sharing Principles and their implementation through the 
DSWG can be found online on the CODATA blog http://codata.org/blog/2014/01/13/codata-and-the-geo-
data-sharing-working-group/.  At the most recent GEO Plenary, CODATA organised and sponsored a Side 
Event on the Implementation of the Data Sharing Principles 
http://codata.org/blog/2014/01/21/implementation-of-data-sharing-principles-geo-side-event/  

CODATA has contributed indirectly through the work of a number of its Task Groups and members; its 
Strategic Plan aligns fundamentally with the objectives of GEO. 

This being the case, it seems entirely appropriate for CODATA to become a Participating Organisation. 
The intention in becoming a Participating Organisation is to officially and publicly register the support of 
CODATA, the CODATA Officers, Executive Committee, Members, Task Groups and Working Groups for 
GEO and GEOSS. It is hoped also that this will provide additional means for CODATA to contribute 
expertise and stakeholders views to GEO’s activities and governance. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

GUO Huadong 

President, CODATA 



 

 

  
 

 

Organization Requesting Recognition as  
Participating Organization or Observer  

 
Name of organization:  ICSU Committee on Data for Science and Technology 

 

Acronym:   CODATA 

 

Type:    Intergovernmental    International    Regional    National  

    Other: __________________________________________________ 

 

Joint Programme of: CODATA is a not-for-profit, international, non-governmental organisation, 
registered in France (Association Loi 1901). Like the World Data System (and COSPAR), CODATA 
is an interdisciplinary body of ICSU 

 

Purpose/Activity: CODATA has been very active in support of this objectives, particularly in the 
GEO Data Sharing Working Group and its predecessors and aims to continue and even amplify this 
activity.  A brief (and far from exhaustive) of CODATA’s contributions to the Data Sharing Principles 
and their implementation through the DSWG can be found online on the CODATA blog. CODATA 
has contributed indirectly through the work of a number of its Task Groups and members; its 
Strategic Plan aligns fundamentally with the objectives of GEO. 

 

Proposed Contribution to GEOSS: CODATA’s intention in becoming a PO is to officially and publicly 
register support for GEO and GEOSS.  It is hoped also that being a PO will provide additional means 
for CODATA to contribute expertise and stakeholders views to GEO’s activities and governance. 

 

Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan: Yes   No  

      Date: _____________________________________ 

 

 

Organization request PO          Observer        



 

 

  
 

 

Organization Requesting Recognition as  

Participating Organization or Observer  

 

Name of organization:  Regional Center for Remote Sensing of North Africa States 

                                               Centre Régional de Télé détection des Etats de L’Afrique du nord 

 

Acronym: CRTEAN 

 

Type:    Intergovernmental x   International    Regional x   National  

    Other: __________________________________________________ 

 

Joint Programme of: Earth Observation  

 

Purpose/Activity:  

 Ensure integration and evaluation of human and material resources in the region within 

the competent national bodies in remote sensing and geographic information systems, 

maps. 

 Work for the development of projects in the regional in the field of remote sensing. 

 To coordinate the activities of remote sensing across the Member States to improve the 

exploration and inventory of natural resources . 

 

Proposed Contribution to GEOSS:   

To get the benefit and develop new projects from the Global earth observation system  

 

Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan: Yes x  No  

      Date: 25/2/2014 

 

Organization request PO x         Observer        



 

 

  
 

 

Organization Requesting Recognition as  

Participating Organization or Observer  

 

Name of organization:  European Association of Remote Sensing Laboratories 

 

Acronym:   EARSeL 

 

Type:    Intergovernmental    International    Regional    National  

    Other: __________________________________________________ 

 

Joint Programme of:  

 

Purpose/Activity:  

INFORMATION FOR SOCIETAL BENEFITS 

EARSeL is a scientific network of European remote sensing institutes, coming from both academia 

and the commercial/industrial sector. EARSeL is unique in that it represents the interests of these 

institutes rather than individuals, although individual membership is possible (see membership fees). 

Currently, there are about 250 member laboratories. EARSeL unifies experts from remote sensing 

sphere (mainly from Europe) who perform education and research in earth observation from many 

different views and applications starting from atmosphere quality, state and development, land use and 

land cover including forestry, urban, coastal, arid and wetland areas, permafrost, etc. The applications 

are focused not only on a given state, but also on change development, which is important for the 

environment and human society. Results of these activities can be used in GEOSS. 

Proposed Contribution: 

EARSeL is going to: 

 co-organise scientific events: thematic Workshops according to the EARSeL Special Interest 

Groups (http://www.earsel.org/?target=SIGs), 

 publish papers on following topics: Oceans, Land Cover, Forest, Urban, Impact Assessment of 

Human Activities, Agricultural Monitoring, Biodiversity, Climate, Carbon Observation and 

Analysis, Disasters, Ecosystems, Water, Weather.  

 focus on different remote sensing applications, development of methods and algorithms 

 

Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan: Yes   No  

      Date: 27. 6. 2014 

 

Organization request PO          Observer        

http://www.earsel.org/?target=earsel/membfees
http://www.earsel.org/?target=SIGs


 

 

The President 
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Eurisy’s Strategy and its Implementation 
for 2014-2016 

 

Document prepared by the Eurisy Council and the Secretariat, approved 
by the General Assembly on 21 June 2013 
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Foreword by the President 
 

Dear Eurisy Members, 

Eurisy has come a long way in the past years. In particular, Eurisy’s User 
Programme has put space on the political agenda of more organisations from 
Society than ever before, all of whom have endorsed Eurisy’s message – and yours – 
about the usefulness of space for society, at the highest level. 

Eurisy has been tireless in supporting you, its members, in calling for continued 
investments in space infrastructure: indeed, Eurisy is still the only association in Europe that systematically 
inventories and promotes real-life, operational experience of end-users of satellite applications who demonstrate, 
in no uncertain terms, that space investments are useful for society. 

Eurisy has acted as a multiplier by facilitating exchanges about space in civil society forums where space had never 
been a topic before. Eurisy has been creative about bringing together professionals from all sectors to promote 
collaboration towards the advancement of the benefits of space for society. 

On behalf of the Council and the Secretariat, I now invite you to consider the present proposals on a way forward for 
Eurisy for 2014-2016. This document summarises Council’s proposals on the 2014-2016 Strategy and Programmes, 
in light of Eurisy’s mission and its overall strategic objective to “bridge space and society”.  

This document should support your reflection before and during the 2013 General Assembly, when you will be 
called upon to evaluate, discuss, and agree on the continuation of the mandate that you, as Members of Eurisy, wish 
to entrust to Eurisy for the next three years.  

Colin Hicks, President of Eurisy 
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A. Eurisy Mission and Objectives: to bridge Space and Society 

 

Mission: what Eurisy does 

Eurisy’s unique membership structure of institutional organisations acting collectively as a non-governmental, 
non-profit organisation, guarantees Eurisy’s independence and neutrality and enables Eurisy to carry out its 
mission of helping anchor space to society. The collective and non-profit nature of Eurisy’s activities confers it the 
valuable legitimacy needed when facilitating cooperation across professional sectors. 

Eurisy is mandated by its members to act as a facilitator and to fully exploit the synergies in order to bridge space 
and society. Eurisy must therefore not only provide networking between the members – but, more ambitiously – to 
create new networks by facilitating new connections between actors across disciplines and professional sectors 
who are not used to working together. 

 
Strategic Objectives: what Eurisy should achieve 

Eurisy is a collective effort of its members, supporting the common interest of the space community in general and 
its members in particular. In carrying out this mission, Eurisy will strive to achieve the following strategic 
objectives:  

 

[1] To create new networks of collaboration, beyond the traditional boundaries of the space community  
Today, many organisations carry out significant and valuable work in animating exchanges among members of the 
space community; Eurisy’s unique position is complementary to that of these organisations, as it focuses on sectors 
and networks from outside the space sector, and on the benefits of space applications, rather than the technology. 

[2] To facilitate the expression of societal needs in a neutral and independent setting 
Eurisy’s work with networks from outside the space sector consists of collecting and bringing forth emergent and 
evolving societal needs and identifying how space can help. This is Eurisy’s contribution to help shape future 
policies related to putting space at the service of society. 

[3] To reach out globally from a European perspective 
Today’s socio-economic imperatives and environmental challenges are no longer limited to one continent: space-
derived solutions need to be applied on a global level. In line with this scope and its members’ interest, Eurisy will 
act in the European-Mediterranean region and beyond where relevant. 
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B. 2007-2012 User Programme: Eurisy’s three main 
achievements – and why they are complementary to similar 
initiatives  

 
Eurisy’s User Programme has been its flagship activity since 2007. Its achievements and lessons learnt are 
presented below as a major building block for the 2014-2016 Strategy and Programmes. 

The Eurisy User Programme 
Currently, there are many valuable programmes supporting the development of new satellite applications. 
However, the challenge is not only to produce new, operational applications, but also for those applications which 
have become operational to make it into the market, through their ability to respond to an existing demand.  

Since its beginning, Eurisy’s User Programme has been focusing on that segment: how to get from operational  
satellite applications to the market (post research and development projects). Eurisy has been disseminating 
testimonials of confirmed end-users from and within professional sectors other than space about the value-for-
money of the applications and how they respond to user needs (and not about the technology itself).  

This has been an important contribution to raising awareness of satellite applications and stimulating demand and 
support for future services resulting from investments in space infrastructure (such as Galileo and 
GMES/Copernicus). 

Main achievements 
 

1. Eurisy has mobilised an unprecedented number of confirmed users, potential users, and space 
community, in activities promoting satellite applications: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 253 organisations connected: 170 

non-space, 83 space 

 145  testimonials of confirmed users 
disseminated 

 19 Eurisy events, 14 countries: more 
than 1600 participants 

 44 information sessions on 
invitation from non-space partners: 
4000 participants 

Image 1: quantitative results and geographical coverage of Eurisy’s promotional activities with end-
user communities. 
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2. Thanks to its strong partnerships with representatives from both user and space communities, Eurisy has 
put space on political agenda of representatives of user organisations, for the first time. 
 
Many of these partners representing society endorsed Eurisy’s Position Papers aimed at decision-makers at the 
highest level. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eurisy Partners – A Selection(not including members and members’ structures) 
"Coast Alive!" Consortium of Regions.**Aerospace Research and Technology Centre Spain**Anwendungs-zentrum Oberpfaffenhofen GmbH,  Germany**ARCH 
Consortium of Regions**Assembly of European Regions**Association for Space-based Applications & Services (ASAS)**Association of European Border 
Regions**Basilicata Region**Belgian High Representation for Space Policy**British Geological Survey (BGS) **Campania Region**CAPIGI, the Community on 
Agricultural Policy Implementation and Geo-Information**CEA-PME**CEA-PME, the European Confederation of Associations of Small and Medium 
Entreprises**CEMR**Chambre de Commerce Toulouse**CIVITAS**Comité Européen des Equipements Techniques du Bâtiment CEETB**Committee of the 
Regions**Consortium for Coordination of Research Activities on the Venice Lagoon System, Italy (CORILA)**Council of European Municipalities and 
Regions**DEFRA**Entreprise Europe Network**Environment Agency of the Republic of Slovenia**EUMETSAT**Eurocities**EUROGI**European Association of 
Remote Sensing Companies (EARSC)**European Commission, DG ENTR**European Commission, DG ENV**European Commission, DG MOVE**European 
Commission, DG REGIO**European Commission, DG Research**European Commission, JRC**European Confederation of Associations of Small and Medium 
Companies**European Economic and Social Committee**European Environment Agency**European Federation of Regional Energy and Environment Agencies 
(FEDARENE)**European GNSS Agency**European Greens**European Investment Bank**European Parliament**European Road Haulers Association 
UETR**European Satellite Operator Association**European Space Policy Institute**European Twowheel Retailers' Association **EuroTeleServ**Finmeccanica 
Consulting**FLOOD-WISE**Fondazione IDIS Città della Scienza**GNU - GMES Network of Users**Government of Catalonia**Government of Extremadura**Grand 
Toulouse**G-STEP (GMES – Space Technology Exchange Partnership)**Hampshire County Council**ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability**IMP3rove 
Project**International Space University**Maramures County Council**MHG Systems**Midi Pyrénées Expansion**Midi-Pyrénées Region**Minister of Economic 
Affairs and Communications, Estonia**National Mapping Office of Catalonia**National Meteorological Administration, Romania **NEREUS**Norfolk County Council, 
UK**Odessa Regional State Administration**Polish Chamber of Commerce**Province of Flevoland**Region of Limousin**Region of Midi Pyrénées**Regional 
Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe (REC)**Remote Sensing Application Center - ReSAC**Romanian Ministry for Education, Research, Youth and 
Sports**Secretariat for Teleccomunication, Region of Catalonia**SenterNovem (The Netherlands Agency for Sustainability and Innovation)**SICOVAL**Sky & Space 
Intergroup**SME Circle**SME Union**Spanish Navigation Institute**State of Hessen (DE)**UEAPME**UEAPME (European Association of Craft, Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises)**UNDP**United Nations Development Programme** 

 

Image 2: Eurisy’s partnering user organisations have endorsed Eurisy’s Position Papers over the years. 
Most of them had never been previously involved in a discussion about space on a political level. 
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3. Eurisy is currently the only organisation to dispose of a database of operational good practices of this size 
– that is, examples of confirmed end-users of satellite applications, who use them in their daily job, and who 
can testify to their usefulness. 

 

Proof of the usefulness of Eurisy’s “good practice” examples: many were taken up for dissemination by other 
organisations who also contribute to the promotion of satellite applications. See for instance: 

www.copernicus4regions.eu (last accessed on 25 March 2013) 

www.earsc.org (last accessed on 25 March 2013) 

 

In addition, Eurisy has advised many organisations about good practice contacts when organising their own events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Image 3: Eurisy’s Publication “Satellites Going Local: 30 regions, cities and SMEs share good practice” has set a 
standard in terms of using confirmed end-user testimonials as a way to promote satellite services on this scale, by 
a non-profit organisation (rather than a private company). 
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C. 2014-2016 Eurisy Strategy and Programmes:  
reaping the benefits from the European investments in 
space 

 

For achieving its Strategic Objectives as outlined in section A (see above), Eurisy will prioritize its 2014-2016 
programmes of activities according to following strategic orientations: 

 

 

To promote Space for society and economic growth 

• by stimulating and federate demand for operational satellite information and services  

• by putting space on the political agenda or user organisations and the European Commission 

To unlock the potential of space in a knowledge society  

• by liaising between the networks of the User Programme and the space community as relevant 

• by facilitating participation of advanced potential users in user-oriented programmes of Eurisy members  

• by fostering multi-disciplinary collaboration 

To contribute to the discussion on practical space solutions for emerging global societal challenges 

• by catalysing the debate within the space community on emerging societal challenges and how space can 
contribute 

The 2014-2016 strategy and programme will capitalise on previous expertise and achievements, to continue to 
enable society and the space community fully reap the benefits of the investments in space infrastructure that have 
already been made.  

Indeed, the market and demand for downstream satellite services are yet to be consolidated, and further action 
remains crucial for return on investments and the expected socio-economic benefits. 

Eurisy’s grassroots work has shown that professional end-user communities are becoming increasingly aware of 
the potential of satellite information and services as tools to solve problems. However, end-users are more and 
more in need for dedicated and specific support for the implementation. 

Support mechanisms are beginning to multiply, as the space community is investing increasingly in user-oriented 
programmes. But many users who might benefit from such mechanisms in some cases are not aware of them, or 
else the programmes do not fully correspond to their needs. 

This is a gap where Eurisy has a role to play as facilitator, in both directions: on the one hand, to inform potential 
users on relevant programmes and support measures available for them. On the other hand, to provide user 
programme initiators with bottom-up feedback on how to best tailor these to the needs of the users in the field. 

The detailed 2014-2016 Eurisy Strategy and Programmes are summarized below together with a breakdown in the 
table in Annex 1

The Eurisy Mission Statement has been updated to bring it in line with the renewed strategic orientations and 2014-
2016 action plan (cf. 

 of specific actions under the different programmes for the period 2014-2016.  

Annex 2). 

To promote Space for society and economic growth 

• by stimulating and federate demand for operational satellite information and services  

• by putting space on the political agenda or user organisations and the European Commission 

To unlock the potential of space in a knowledge society  

• by liaising between the networks of the User Programme and the space community as relevant 

• by facilitating participation of advanced potential users in user-oriented programmes of Eurisy 
members  

• by fostering multi-disciplinary collaboration 

To contribute to the discussion and promote cooperation on practical space solutions for emerging global 
societal challenges 

• by catalysing the debate on emerging societal challenges and how space can contribute 
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2014-2016 Eurisy Strategy and Programmes – Overview 

 

 
Strategic orientation  

To promote Space for society and 
economic growth 

 
Programme (70% of activities)  

User Support Programme (USP) 

• by stimulating and federate demand for operational 
satellite information and services  

• by putting space on the political agenda or user 
organisations and the European Commission 

Eurisy will keep focusing primarily on promoting the 
benefits of services resulting from European Space 
Assets among professional communities from society. 

Eurisy will raise awareness and sensitise policy makers 
on all levels.  

Eurisy’s awareness-raising conferences will have a 
thematic focus, encompassing all relevant user 
communities. 

Embedded events (awareness-raising sessions 
organised by Eurisy on invitation from its partners from 
user organisations) will increase in number.  

Eurisy will support awareness-raising initiatives from 
partners with shared objectives. 

 

 
Strategic orientation  

To unlock the potential of space 
in a knowledge society 

 
Programme (20% of activities)  

Bridging Programme (BP) 

• by liaising between the networks of the User 
Programme and the space community as relevant 

• by facilitating participation of advanced potential 
users in user-oriented programmes of the space 
community in general and the Eurisy members in 
particular  

• by fostering multi-disciplinary collaboration, 
including with academia and research institutes 

The programme is a complement to the User 
Programme, in cases where advanced end-user 
(communities) need specific support in taking up 
satellite solutions, support which user-oriented 
programmes of the Eurisy members provides.  
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Strategic orientation  

To contribute to the discussion on 
practical space solutions for 
emerging global societal 
challenges 

 
Programme (10% of activities)  

Emerging Challenges 
Programme (ECP) 

• by catalysing the debate on emerging societal 
challenges and how space can contribute 

Under this programme Eurisy will support its members 
in keeping abreast with emerging societal challenges 
and how space might contribute in providing practical 
solutions by (1) analyzing field knowledge (such as 
obstacles encountered) Eurisy has gathered from 
working with end-user communities and (2) following 
the prospective studies from institutes such as ESPI, 
EU Research Council, Euro-Mediterranean networks, 
.... 
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D. Conclusion 
While Eurisy made a significant progress in promoting space with professional end-user communities, the work of 
bringing the benefits of Space to society is far from finished.  

Therefore, the proposed strategic orientations and corresponding programmes and activities for Eurisy in 2014-
2016 aim at further developing the Eurisy activities in building networks with societal organisations and 
communities beyond the space community, whilst at the same time reinforcing the connection with the Space 
Community in general the Eurisy members in particular. 

The proposed activities are largely building on the successes and lessons learned from the Eurisy activities since 
the start of the User programme in 2007.  

The proposed envelope of activities assumes a yearly general Eurisy budget similar to the 2012 Eurisy general 
budget, and therefore also assumes an equivalent membership level, for running the general secretarial activities 
and covering the Eurisy staff costs in the period 2014-2016, whereas the programme specific activities are to be 
financed through programme and event specific ad hoc sponsorship. 

 

 

 



 
The Secretariat Director                                                               24th Feburary, 2014 

GEO Secretariat 

7, bis avenue de la Paix, 

Case postale 2300 

CH-1211 Geneva 2 

Switzerland 

 

Dear Secretariat Director, 

 

At the November meeting of  the IEEE Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society, the 

Administrative Committee of the Society voted unanimously to seek membership of 

GEO as a Participating Organisation. In doing so the Society is pleased to endorse the 

GEOSS 10 Year Implementation Plan. 

 

The Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society (GRSS) seeks to advance science and 

technology in geoscience, remote sensing and related fields using conferences, education, 

and through member participation in Technical Committees, Workshops, Publications 

and local and regional based Society Chapters as well as Globalisation Initiatives. 

 

GRSS was started in 1962 as the Geoscience Electronic Group, which was reorganized as 

the Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society in 1980 to create an international society for 

the rapidly expanding field of remote sensing. It has always been a society without 

borders, and  today, with over 3500 individual members  is continuing this original vision 

and contributing to the advancement of the use and application of remote sensing for 

societal benefits. 

 

The International Geoscience and Remote Sensing Symposium is the flagship conference 

of the society and has grown from 430 participants 30 years ago to over2000 today.  The 

last Conference, IGARSS 2013, "Building a Sustainable Earth through Remote Sensing" 

was held in Melbourne, Australia, from 21 - 26 July 2013, with over 1400 registrants 

from 55 countries. GRSS also co-sponsors more than twenty Symposia worldwide on an 

annual or bi-annual basis. 

 

Three editions of a new publication called the IEEE Geoscience and Remote Sensing 

Magazine have been published in 2013.  The magazine to be published four times per 

year will provide news of general interest to GRSS members and special articles on 

current missions, projects, short features and book reviews.  In addition GRSS publishes 

three journals. Transactions on Geoscience and Remote Sensing (TGRS), publishes 

advances in the development of sensing instruments and techniques used for the 

acquisition of  

 



 

 

 

geoscientific information. Geoscience and Remote Sensing Letters  (GRSL) is a quarterly 

publication for short papers addressing new ideas and formative concepts in remote 

sensing as well as new results. Selected Topics in Applied Earth Observations and 

Remote Sensing (JSTARS) addresses current issues and techniques in applied remote and 

in situ sensing, their integration, and applied modeling and information creation for 

understanding the earth environments. 

 

GRSS Technical Committees made up of Society members serve the community by 

providing an independent  forum for technical assessments,  research collaborations and  

for guidance to the Society on key issues in remote sensing policy and practice.  

Committees include; Data Archiving and Distribution; Instrumentation and Future 

Technologies; Data Fusion and Spaceborne Imaging Spectroscopy.  

 

With over 48  local chapters around the globe, members  can get involved with other 

GRSS members. Chapters offer both technical and social events as well as networking 

and career advancement opportunities. 

 

At a Society level GRSS is  also working with international organisations including  UN-

SPIDER on disaster management ; the  Joint Board of Geospatial Information Societies 

(JBGIS); the Asian Association on Remote Sensing (AARS) and the African Association 

of Remote Sensing of the Environment (AARSE). 

 

We look forward to a favourable reply and the opportunity of working with GEO into the 

future. 

On behalf of the GRSS President Professor Melba Crawford, 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Professor Anthony Milne 

Past President IEEE GRSS  

Chair,  Globalisation Committee 

 

Corresponding Address: 

School of Biological,Earth and Environmental Sciences, 

University of New South Wales, 

SYDNEY 2052, Australia. 

Ph (61) 2 9451 4628 

Mobile (61) 04 27914805 



 

 

  
 

 

Organization Requesting Recognition as  

Participating Organization or Observer  

 

Name of organization:                 IEEE Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society 

 

Acronym:   IEEE GRSS 

 

Type:    Intergovernmental    International X   Regional    National  

    Other: __________________________________________________ 

 

Joint Programme of:       A Society within the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers 

 

Purpose/Activity:   The fields of interest of the GRS Society are the theory, concepts, and 

techniques of science and engineering as they apply to the remote sensing of the earth, oceans, 

atmosphere, and space, as well as the processing, interpretation and dissemination of this 

information. 
 

Proposed Contribution to GEOSS:       The Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society (GRSS) seeks 

to advance science and technology in geo-spatial science, remote sensing and related fields using 

conferences, education, and through member participation in Technical Committees, 

Workshops, Publications and local and regional based Society Chapters. With over 3500 

individual members GRSS is continuing to contribute to the advancement of the use and 

application of remote sensing for enhancing societal benefits. Many of our individual members 

are already contributing to GEOSS related initiatives especially in the areas of capacity 

building, data management, agriculture, water and GFOI. As  an international society we would 

like to further support the activities of GEO. 

 

 

 

Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan: Yes   X  No  

      Date: 25
th

 January, 2014 

 

Organization request PO X                              Observer        



 

 

 

 

 

 

June 12, 2014 

 

Barbara J. Ryan, Director  

GEO Secretariat 

7, bis avenue de la Paix, 

Case postale 2300 

CH-1211 Geneva 2 

Switzerland 

 

 

Dear Ms Ryan 

 

The International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) wishes to engage with the 

intergovernmental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) as a Participating Organization.   IISD is 

Canadian-based independent research organization with offices in Winnipeg, Ottawa, Geneva, New 

York and Beijing.    

 

In 2012 we co-hosted a conference with the Global Water Systems Project on the Water-Energy-Food 

Nexus, which highlighted the role of EO in managing WEF nexus issues.   IISD mission is increasingly 

focused on placed-based responses to nexus and adaptation issues and we recognize that the routine use 

of EO for solutions-oriented sustainable development is crucial.    

 

IISD will bring its significant science, policy and outreach capacity in this collaboration with GEO and 

we look forward to a mutually beneficial relationship advancing our respective institutional missions. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Henry David Venema, PhD, PEng (Ont.) 

Vice President, Business Development 

Chief Scientist (in-coming) 



 

 

  
 

 

Organization Requesting Recognition as  

Participating Organization or Observer  

 

Name of organization:  The International Institute for Sustainable Development 

 

Acronym:   IISD 

 

Type:    Intergovernmental    International X Regional    National  

    Other: ____Non-governmental  

Joint Programme of:        Earth Observations Data for the Water-Energy–Food Nexus 

 

Purpose/Activity:  

IISD is very active executing international  projects related to SDGs, water-energy and food security, 

natural capital and climate adaptation through diverse funding partnerships including the Canadian 

Department of Foreign Affairs International Trade and Development, and the International 

Development Research Centre.   IISD wishes to increase the use of Earth Observations in these 

projects and profile the value of these project, and has made significant investments in geospatial 

analytical capacity.  IISD is also particularly interested in helping execute the new GEO water 

strategy, having highlighted the critical role of Earth Observations for the WEF nexus in a key 2012 

conference co-hosted with the Global Water Systems Project. 

 

Proposed Contribution to GEOSS:  IISD proposes to 

1.  utilize and highlight the value of GEOSS data products in our projects, and communicate the 

value through its vast and well utilized array of web and social media outlets; for example: 

http://uncsd.iisd.org/events/international-workshop-on-open-data-for-science-and-

sustainability-in-developing-countries/  and  https://twitter.com/IISD_WIC  .   IISD therefore 

will contribute to GEOSS in the areas of advancing broad open data policies and practices; 

fostering increased use of earth observation data and information. 

2. Collaborate on the further development and execution of the GEOSS water strategy, including 

by harnessing the scientific capacity at IISD’s Experimental Lakes Area, the world’s foremost 

whole-ecosystem research station, the operation of which IISD assumed in April 2014:  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Experimental_Lakes_Area   

 

Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan: Yes x   No  

      Date: June 13, 2014 

 

 

Organization request POx          Observer        

http://uncsd.iisd.org/events/international-workshop-on-open-data-for-science-and-sustainability-in-developing-countries/
http://uncsd.iisd.org/events/international-workshop-on-open-data-for-science-and-sustainability-in-developing-countries/
https://twitter.com/IISD_WIC
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Experimental_Lakes_Area






 

 

 
 

 

Organization Requesting Recognition as  

Participating Organization or Observer  

 

Name of organization:  MARIOLOPOULOS-KANAGINIS FOUNDATION FOR 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 

 

Acronym:   MKF 

 

Type:    Intergovernmental    International X   Regional    National  

Other:     PRIVATE FOUNDATION UNDER PUBLIC CONTROL. 

 

Joint Programme of:    INDEPENDENT FOUNDATION. 

 

Purpose/Activity:  

SUPPORT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH, AWARDS TO YOUNG SCIENTISTS, 
PROTECTION OF THE NATIONAL HERITAGE 
 
Paul Crutzen (Nobel Laureate) and Stamatis Krimizis, who has been Head of the Space Department of 
The Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory (JHU/APL), have been on MKF Board of 
Directors (http://www.mariolopoulosfoundation.gr/bd-en.html).  Ivar Isaksen is an adjunct collaborator 
to the Foundation as well as many other eminent scientists from all over the world.  
  

The Foundation participates to the project Climate Impact Research & Response Coordination for a 
Larger Europe-CIRCLE 2 (http://www.circle-era.eu/np4/75.html), as well as to EUMETSAT’s Satellite 
Application Facility on Ozone and Atmospheric Chemistry Monitoring (O3M-SAF) second phase of 
the Continuous Development and Operations Project (CDOP-2) 
(http://www.eumetsat.int/website/home/Satellites/GroundSegment/Safs/OzoneandAtmosphericChemis
tryMonitoring/index.html) and is Member Organization of Europa Nostra 
(http://www.europanostra.org/membership/19/).  

  

Recent events co-organized by the Foundation: 

• MedCity 2014, a Greek EU Presidency 2014 Conference, under the auspices of the General 
Secretariat for Research & Technology. The European Commission, Eurisy, the Mediterranean 
City Climate Change Consortium (MC‐4), the Foundation, the Research Centre for Climatology 
and Atmospheric Physics of the Academy of Athens and the Justus-Liebig University of 
Giessen, Germany were also co-hosting the event 
(http://www.mariolopoulosfoundation.gr/medcity2014/index.html). 

• 4th GEO European Projects Workshop. The European Commission in collaboration with the 
Greek GEO Office the support of the Mariolopoulos - Kanaginis Foundation co-organized the 
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"4th GEO European Projects Workshop" which was held on 29th and 30th of April 2010 in 
Athens (http://www.mariolopoulosfoundation.gr/conferences/conf-29april2010-en.html) 

 

Proposed Contribution to GEOSS:   

Archives of old Greek climatological data which are now processed and cosponsored by the 
Foundation and the Academy of Athens.  

Workshops and publications related to GEO Work Plan Tasks, including  ID-03 Science and 
Technology in GEOSS; SB-01 Oceans and Society: Blue Planet; SB-04 Global Urban 
Observation and Information; and DI-01 Informing Risk Management and Disaster Reduction 

 

 

Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan: Yes x  No  

      Date: 28 August 2014 

 

 

Organization request PO x          Observer        

 

* Please visit our site at www.mariolopoulosfoundation.gr  









 

 

  
 

 

Organization Requesting Recognition as  

Participating Organization or Observer  

 

Name of organization:  SUSTAINING ARCTIC OBSERVING NETOWRKS 

 

Acronym:   SAON 

 

Type:    Intergovernmental    International X    Regional    National  

    Other: __________________________________________________ 

 

Joint Programme of: ARCTIC COUNCIL/AMAP AND IASC 

 

Purpose/Activity: TO PROVIDE INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION OF, AND ADVOCACY 

FOR, ALL FORMS OF ARCTIC MONITORING AND OBSERVATIONAL PLATFORMS AND 

RESOURCES 

 

 

Proposed Contribution to GEOSS:  SAON TO SERVE AS THE “ARCTIC EXTENSION” / LIAISON 

FOR GEOSS/GEO 

 

 

Formal endorsement of GEOSS 10-Year Plan: Yes   No X  

      Date: _____________________________________ 

 

 

Organization request PO X          Observer        










